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Field Crops Newsletter:

May/June 2009

In General:
This will be a two-month letter since I did not get one out during the Month of May. To
be perfectly honest, May was such a wild ride that I couldn’t settle on a topic that I thought
would be of timely value. I could have talked about the weather I suppose; but that subject was
beyond our control. We are finally getting some good working days; and I hope we can bring
this crop out of the worst spring weather setback we have seen in my memory.
Corn:

We have almost every possible situation with corn: fields little more than a foot tall,
others that will be pollinating next week, and everything in between. Some of the worst of these
fields may not produce enough corn to pay for the harvesting; while others will approach or even
surpass yields we have seen in recent years. The common denominator for most of these
situations has been drainage. I know that I have worn this out by now; but I don’t believe it can
be overemphasized.
Many of our drainage problems were the result of location, in major watersheds where
water had nowhere to go. Streams simply could not handle the volume of water we received.
Let’s face it, we received something like a half-year’s worth of rain during the month of May in
some localities. It did not really matter how, when, or even where you planted corn it got too
much rain. Hill fields planted on rows have achieved good growth, and some are close to
pollination now. Low land fields planted flat are generally in the worst condition; and some may
not have time to catch up before they reach the reproductive stage.

